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Stephen Edgell : Veblen in Perspective: HisLifeand Thought (Studiesin Institutional Economics) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Veblen in Perspective: His
Life and Thought (Studiesin Institutional Economics):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Major Course Correction on Veblen's BiographiesBy
CustomerEdgell liberates Veblen from the biographic straight jacket created Joseph Dorfman, his earliest biographer,
in Veblen and His America (1934). Based on new Veblen archival scholarship and a more objective, scientific


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00YN8L202

methodology, Edgell delivers a new, positive and more redlistic alternative analysis, fixing many Idquo;pothol esrdquo;
in historical coverage of the man. Veblen paid a huge price for speaking the economic truth against the theology and
hegemony of orthodox economics. The price has been the treatment of V eblenian economics as blasphemy instead of
science. Edgell goes along way in broadening the social context of Veblen and his economics away from the common
portrayal of amarginal, alienated, intellectual outsider. Thisisafantastic book that delivers a major course correction
for anyone who has read all the usual Veblen biographies.

This work discusses the impact and contemporary relevance of the work of Thorstein Veblen, aswell as the source of
hisideas. It suggests that he was one of the first modern sociologists of consumption whaose analysis of contemporary
display and fashion anticipated later theories and research.

...awelcome addition to the scholarly literature on the founder of institutional economics. -- International Journal of
Politics, Culture and Society, Summer 2002



