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John J. Murphy : The Visual Investor: How to Spot Market Trends (Wiley Trading)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Visual Investor: How to Spot Market 
Trends (Wiley Trading): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. To be recommendedBy Harald QuesethThe Visual Investor is one of 
the bes books I have read about technical analysis. It is well written, in a way understandable to beginners. That is 
because the language is easy and the figures are well explained. But it is also valuable for more experienced readers, 
because it is a good summary of important mechanisms. (Potensial) profitable use of different indicators and 
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oscillators, like moving averages, MACD, RSI, Stochastic and ADX are good explained. Especially I like how he 
outlines how to combine them.It's a good idea also to by the bigger one by the same author, Technical Analysis of the 
Financial Markets, as a supplement.Combine them with a strategy, including money management, and you may 
succeed in the stock market!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must have for traders or investorsBy 
Clint AllenIf you trade or invest in the financial markets, you need this book.45 of 46 people found the following 
review helpful. Illustrated Technical Analysis Explained.By M. KarakusJohn Murphy is able to explain technical 
analysis with illustrations. Technical analysis should be part of the decision-making process when investing for any 
fund, stock and/or options. This book is able to take you step by step on how to start and continue into the more 
complex versions of technical analysis. Mr. Murphy starts in his first section with the basics: Trends, peaks, through, 
Fibonacci ratio, etc. These explanations are done with illustrations from actual stocks, not from made-up graphs. His 
second section explains indicators: Chapters cover lagging and oscillating moving averages, trading envelopes and 
bands, measuring overbought and oversold conditions, momentum rate of change (ROC), Relative Strength Index 
(RSI), stochastic indicators and finally but not least the moving average convergence divergence (MACD) indicator. 
All the indicators mentioned are explained and demonstrated with real stock graphs. Mr. Murphy in his final section 
explains "Linkage": He starts with the Market Linkages chapter where he sums up his previous book on intermarket 
technical analysis by explaining how the three major asset classes - commodities, bonds and stocks relate to each 
other. He explains how as commodity prices rise, which result in higher interest rates and lower bond prices, and vice-
versa. He also talks about oil and gold prices and how they can affect the stock market, since they are related to 
companies directly. The interesting couple of pages I found were the indexes to watch while following the linkages of 
the market trends. I most appreciated the summaries at the end of every chapter. Overall the book is very educational 
and filled with helpful information to make proper decisions when selecting your next investment(s). One 
disappointment was the supplied CD. Mr. Murphy kept referring to the supplied software within the CD, although the 
CD only linked to his site. On his site you can find many (not free) software tools to help in your technical analysis. 
Good stepping-stone and reference book for traders and investors. Have fun.

The Visual Investor, Second Edition breaks down technical analysis into terms that are accessible to even individual 
investors. Aimed at the typical investor--such as the average CNBC viewer--this book shows investors how to follow 
the ups and downs of stock prices by visually comparing the charts, without using formulas or having a necessarily 
advanced understanding of technical analysis math and jargon. Murphy covers all the fundamentals, from chart types 
and market indicators to sector analysis and global investing, providing examples and easy-to-read charts so that any 
reader can become a skilled visual investor.

From the Inside FlapVisual analysis, also known as technical or chart analysis, is one of the best ways to invest in 
today's marketsmdash;and it's not as hard as you might think. This proven approach allows you to follow almost any 
market, without having to be an expert on any of them, and it can give you an enormous advantage over those who 
prefer to use some form of economic or fundamental analysis. With over forty years of market experience and a 
number of bestselling financial books to his name, John Murphy, one of the world's foremost technical analysts and 
educators, knows what it takes to make it in this field. Now, with the Second Edition of The Visual 
Investormdash;which has been completely updated for current marketsmdash;Murphy shares his invaluable insights on 
this subject with you. Written in a straightforward and accessible style, this updated guide will introduce you to 
"visual" investing by explaining a variety of charting techniques that professionals have used for decades, and shows 
you how specific visual tools can put you in a better position to successfully trade commodities, currencies, bonds, and 
stocks in both domestic and global financial markets. With the real-world examples and comprehensive charts found 
here, you'll quickly discover how to: Tell the difference between markets that are trending and those that are not 
Locate important breakouts or breakdowns Spot significant support and resistance levels Implement asset allocation 
and sector rotation strategies through exchange-traded funds and mutual funds Utilize moving averages to keep track 
of trends Incorporate essential price patterns into your investment analysis Along the way, Murphy takes you through 
the ins and outs of reading price and volume charts that can help you make sensible investment decisions, and 
highlights how you can track the ups and downs of financial markets by visually comparing chartsmdash;instead of 
relying upon complex mathematical formulas and confusing technical concepts. Knowing why a market is moving is 
interesting, but not crucial to investment success. In order to trade profitably, all that really matters is what the markets 
are actually doing. Visual analysis is the best way to determine this, and with the Second Edition of The Visual 
Investor as your guide, you'll learn how to put this effective approach to work for you to enhance the performance of 
your portfolio.From the Back CoverPraise for The Visual Investor Second Edition "John Murphy displays his 
remarkably broad knowledge of price patterns and intermarket relationships in this concise, up-to-date edition. It is a 
tour through the most important visual techniques, punctuated with practical, timely examples, including real estate, 
gold, VIX, mutual funds, and ETFs. Every trader will want to read this."mdash;Perry Kaufman, author of New 
Trading Systems and Methods, 4th Edition and A Short Course in Technical Trading "John Murphy has surpassed 



another career milestone. His first book on technical analysis is widely regarded as the industry's standard, and his 
second is considered a groundbreaking dissertation on intermarket analysis. So too, The Visual Investor, Second 
Edition is expected to become a reference guide for technicians and fundamentalists alike, as he has successfully 
removed the mystique that has shrouded conventional chart analysis by providing a panorama of visual tools and 
relationships that simplify a heretofore seemingly complex investment approach."mdash;Tom DeMark, President, 
Market Studies Inc. "Imagine going grocery shopping in the stock market and facing hundreds of canned goods 
marked candlesticks, chart patterns, and indicators. Murphy pulls from the shelf his favorites, explains them to you, 
and adds them to your shopping cart. At home, he opens each can and cooks a delicious meal that is not only tasty but 
profitable as well. The Visual Investor is John Murphy's cookbook. Read it."mdash;Thomas N. Bulkowski, 
ThePatternSite.com, author of Encyclopedia of Chart Patterns and Encyclopedia of Candlestick Charts "If investors 
want to learn how to trade trends, they should study every word of The Visual Investor, Second Edition. Murphy hits 
the mark again!"mdash;Michael Covel, author of The Complete TurtleTrader and Trend FollowingAbout the 
AuthorJohn J. Murphy is a former technical analyst for CNBC and has over forty years of market experience. He is the 
face of StockCharts.com, which provides financial information to online investors via technical analysis tools. Murphy 
has appeared on Bloomberg TV, CNN's Moneyline, Nightly Business Report, and Wall $treet Week with Louis 
Rukeyser. In 1992, he was given the first award for outstanding contribution to global technical analysis by the 
International Federation of Technical Analysts, and was the recipient of the 2002 Market Technicians Association 
Annual Award. In addition to the First Edition of The Visual Investor, he is also author of Intermarket Technical 
Analysis and Intermarket Analysis, all of which are published by Wiley. He also authored Technical Analysis of the 
Financial Markets. Murphy has a bachelor of arts in economics and a master of business administration from Fordham 
University. 


