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Vietnam, Thailand and the South Pacific  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The United Nations at Work in Asia: An Envoyrsquo;s Account of Development in China, 
Vietnam, Thailand and the South Pacific: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Hooked!By JCJALIASReally an interesting read! Very fascinating 
reading about working in the Nixon WhiteHouse. Just a great book to understand what it was like to work for the 
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UN.Suggest it for all.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. U.S. and UN -- Mutual GoalsBy Bruce C. Ladd 
Jr.Professor Roy D. Morey's 22-year odyssey as a country director for the United Nations Development Program is 
proof positive that the United States has a tremendous stake in the success of the United Nations' investments in the 
world's less developed nations. Who benefits most from the UN's projects? The United States, European countries, 
China, Russia and other so-called developed countries which have the most to lose if it ever came to an all-out war of 
the haves and have-nots. Some Republicans may be shocked that Dr.Morey, a political scientist who served on 
Richard Nixon's Domestic Policy Council, tells it like it is in describing the positive impact of UN-directed efforts to 
stabilize the world's economies and to establish market economies where none have existed for many years. It should 
be mandated that a copy of "The United Nations at Work in Asia" be placed in every one of the 535 Congressional 
offices in Washington, D.C.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. They're like a vacume sucking 
knowledge from around the world.By TortemanI found this book quite facinating. I'm not a goverment employee or a 
foreign servant; I'm a business consultant and retail business owner. However, I have traveled internationally. I went to 
China in 2005 to create relationships with manufacturers to purchase items for import. I was astonished how 
developed China was. With all of their trade shows (from shoes to aerospace), they're like a vacume sucking 
knowledge from around the world. Dr. Morey's book gives the backstory to China's development. Moreover, his 
account on how he was responsible for evacuating over a hundred UN staff and family members during the Tiananmen 
Square crisis is riveting. He also describes meeting with a female commander of a hidden Khmer Rouge camp. After 
his meeting and safely away, he asked his translator what the odd looking stones were around her neck. His translator 
(who has a colorful background himself) said that the stones were liver from the people she killed. Okay then! I wish I 
had read a book like this prior to my visit to China. I wouldn't have been so naive and I would've learned some 
etiquette that would've been helpful. Due to this book, Vietnam, Thailand and Samoa are now on my bucket list. I've 
read this book twice so far and have a much better idea as to what I should and shouldn't encounter.

The groundwork for the Asian economic miracle was established in the last 25 or so yearsmdash;the time period 
covered in this book. China and Vietnam started substituting pragmatism for communist ideology and Thailand started 
on a path toward greater democracy. The timing was perfect for an American United Nations representative to arrive 
in the two communist countries because, for the first time, both placed a premium on improving relations with the U.S. 
and both were moving toward a market economy. This book acquaints the reader with evolving political, economic 
and social conditions in these countries and the role played by UN organizations. A chapter on the South Pacific 
details the challenges of providing useful development assistance in small isolated countries. The book also reveals a 
hidden side of the United Nations, the role played by more than 30 UN agencies, funds and programs in providing 
development and humanitarian assistance. The past two or three decades were a period of great upheaval in Asia. 
Enormous events and developments involving the United Nations are analyzed in the book. These include the 
Tiananmen Square crisis in China; 300,000 Cambodian refugees camped along the Thai border; escaping the killing 
fields of the Khmer Rouge; efforts to rid the Golden Triangle of opium production; the sensitive diplomacy required in 
fostering cooperation among North Korea, South Korea, China and Mongolia; and a firsthand account of negotiating 
the international agreement creating the Mekong River Commission.

About the AuthorRoy D. Morey is an international consultant living in Tucson, Arizona. Previously he was chair of 
the Department of Political Science at Denison University. He was on the White House staff and served as Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State. For twenty-two years he was a senior officer with the United Nations Development 
Programme. 


