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Gail Radford : The Rise of the Public Authority: Statebuilding and Economic Development in Twentieth-
Century America  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Rise of the Public Authority: Statebuilding and Economic Development in Twentieth-Century America: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant StudyBy Daniel Aaron StoneI can not praise this book 
highly enough. Professor Radford has shed light on a center of power that few people recognize as such. She has done 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00DG8M5VA


a great service for both historians and students of politics.

In the late nineteenth century, public officials throughout the United States began to experiment with new methods of 
managing their local economies and meeting the infrastructure needs of a newly urban, industrial nation.nbsp;Stymied 
by legal and financial barriers, they created a new class of quasi-public agencies called public authorities. Today these 
entities operate at all levels of government, and range from tiny operations like the Springfield Parking Authority in 
Massachusetts, which runs thirteen parking lots and garages, to mammoth enterprises like the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, with nearly twelve billion dollars in revenues each year.

ldquo;Gail Radford has performed a real service here, deftly situating the first comprehensive history of this sprawling 
but underappreciated aspect of American governance within broader narratives of modern US history. As she explores 
the histories of agencies like the Federal Farm Land Bank and the Buffalo Sewer Authority, Radfordrsquo;s prose 
absolutely cracklesmdash;this is a real page-turner!rdquo; 


