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Economic History)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
The Rise of Planning in Industrial America, 1865-1914 (Routledge Explorations in Economic History): 

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Best Corporate History Ever!By Straussed-outProf. Adelstein 
provides in this book a very comprehensive and profound description of the rise of the giant corporations in the US, 
which is now considered as the spirit of America, ironically. He argues that the rise of corporations in America signals 
the relative decline of the "smallness" inherited from the constitution, accompanied by the unprecedented rise of the 
imagine of the state - the federal government. He is an undoubtedly wise and knowledgeable professor.2 of 5 people 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B007ZZ8M4Y


found the following review helpful. inspiringBy coffeeReally great book! Totally worth buying. My friend 
recommended to read this book and I loved it. Professor Adelstein is truly an amazing scholar.

Central economic planning is often associated with failed state socialism, and modern capitalism celebrated as its 
antithesis. This book shows that central planning is not always, or even primarily, a state enterprise, and that the giant 
industrial corporations that dominated the American economy through the twentieth century were, first and foremost, 
unprecedented examples of successful, consensual central planning at anbsp;very large scale. 

"There is much in this book to like. It is carefully argued. The theory is nuanced. The author has clearly thought deeply 
about the issues addressed for some time. The book is very interdisciplinary, weaving together elements of economics, 
business history, legal history, cultural history, and more. The book is easily accessible - Richard Adelstein provides 
hypothetical illustrations throughout his theoretical arguments - and yet should be of interest to any scholar interested 
in not just history but the role that corporations play in today's world." - Rick Szostak, University of Alberta About the 
AuthorRichard Adelstein is Woodhouse/Sysco Professor of Economics at Wesleyan University, USA. 


