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Enrico Moretti : The New Geography of Jobs  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The New Geography of Jobs: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good To Look At Even For People Who Already Have Their Minds 
On Long-Term locationBy Stella CarrierThe reason why I mentioned that this kindlebook of The Geography of Jobs 
by Enrico Moretti is worthwhile to look at even for people who already have their mind made up on where they want 
to live long-term is this; the author goes into how certain job availabilities and job industries can shape the quality of 
life and job opportunities in an area. There is also informative details on the Moving to Opportunity Program. The 
Moving to Opportunity Program was listed to have been considered an ambitious social experiment because it is 
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written in this kindlebook that from 1994 to 1998 the federal government gave thousands of public housing residents 
in Baltimore, Chicago, Boston, New York and Los Angeles vouchers to leave their current modest neighborhoods and 
move to private housing in the same area but in what was considered much better neighborhoods (1,788 families). Ten 
years later researchers followed up with the families who received better vouchers and found that many of them were 
in better physical shape, exercised more, and had lower rates of fitness and more depression-free than before.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Life changingBy candiceanneThis was one of the books assigned for a 
graduate class on Financing Economic Development. While the class was not helpful, the book has changed my life. It 
has changed my thinking on "place." I am now applying the information on geographic "brain drain," age distribution, 
and other quality of life factors in choosing where I would be willing to relocate to both in work years and for 
retirement. Whether you are an intellectual/cultural type like I am or an off the grid type, this book is a must read and 
reference for avoiding a costly wrong relocation, retirement, even vacation destination.4 of 5 people found the 
following review helpful. Excellent overview on the changes in US employment due to globalization and its 
implicationsBy A. MenonThe new Geography of Jobs details the changing nature of US employment as production 
technology has changed. I saw this book as a reference from another book on the implications and dynamics of the 
way in which supply chains have migrated from domestically to internationally based. It is excellent and remains 
extremely relevant and even predictive from being published in 2013.In the new geography of jobs, author Enrico 
Moretti discusses how the nature of US jobs and manufacturing has been changing for the last 30 years. The economy 
is becoming service based and offshoring of manufacturing is the norm as production migrates to where labor is 
cheaper. The author details how the size of the manufacturing labor force has been in almost monotonic decline and 
how even high technology content goods manufacturing quickly moves offshore despite the US housing the 
intellectual property. The author discusses how this is the natural consequence of the value chain that has been created 
where the service sector value add is what the US has come to dominate whereas the manufacturing value add is where 
low cost labor countries tend to have comparative advantage. The author then spends time on describing what high 
value service sector jobs entail, describing a job at Pixar for example. On the flipside of the decline in manufacturing 
is the growth in services and the author shows the growth in jobs associated with scientific RD, software, 
pharmaceuticals and the internet- here the charts are the inverse and monotonically increasing. Unfortunately the 
magnitudes don't necessarily add up so therein lies part of the problem but the point is that the nature of where the US 
has a comparative advantage is changing and the areas of job growth vs decline are structural. The author spends a lot 
of time discussing how these sectors which are productive have huge spillovers to the surrounding areas and details the 
wages of base service jobs in areas of high vs low productivity and the ranges are enormous. The author spends a lot 
of time on how as the nature of jobs demanded is changing the geography of jobs is changing and gravitating towards 
the coasts where there are more tech related or finance related areas. The author discusses how the forces of 
agglomeration are strong as productivity feeds on itself as talented individuals come into close contact and as the 
geography of employment is changing as well as the education levels required to fill those labor gaps is changing the 
country is becoming polarized in opportunity set.The New Geography of Jobs discusses what labor transitions are 
occurring in the US right now and their effects on prices and opportunities. It gives good perspective on why the 
country is increasingly divided and see the world so different in opportunity set. The author discusses the economic 
consequences of the changes we are seeing and gives some policy advice on how to address them. One thing is hard to 
argue though which is that what value add the US can offer the global economy is fundamentally different to what it 
was 40 years ago and many of the changes which are creating conflict are structural. This is a must read to better 
understand the economic consequences of the changing nature of the US comparative advantage and what the country 
needs to consider when trying to address the negative consequences to certain subsets of the population who are most 
affected. The continued need of the US to focus on its human capital rather than its manufacturing capital though is 
almost a given.

"A persuasive look at why some U.S. cities have prospered in recent decades while others have 
declined."mdash;Bloomberg Businessweek Wersquo;re used to thinking of the United States in opposing terms: red 
versus blue, haves versus have-nots. But today there are three Americas. At one extreme are the brain 
hubsmdash;cities like San Francisco, Boston, and Durhammdash;with workers who are among the most productive, 
creative, and best paid on the planet. At the other extreme are former manufacturing capitals, which are rapidly losing 
jobs and residents. The rest of America could go either way. For the past thirty years, the three Americas have been 
growing apart at an accelerating rate. This divergence is one the most important developments in the history of the 
United States and is reshaping the very fabric of our society, affecting all aspects of our lives, from health and 
education to family stability and political engagement. But the winners and losers arenrsquo;t necessarily who 
yoursquo;d expect.Enrico Morettirsquo;s groundbreaking research shows that you donrsquo;t have to be a scientist or 
an engineer to thrive in one of the brain hubs. Carpenters, taxi-drivers, teachers, nurses, and other local service jobs are 
created at a ratio of five-to-one in the brain hubs, raising salaries and standard of living for all. Dealing with this 
splitmdash;supporting growth in the hubs while arresting the decline elsewheremdash;is the challenge of the century, 



and The New Geography of Jobs lights the way."Moretti has written a clear and insightful account of the economic 
forces that are shaping America and its regions, and he rightly celebrates human capital and innovation as the 
fundamental sources of economic development."mdash;Jonathan Rothwell, The Brookings Institution


