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Stephen J. A. Ward : The Invention of Journalism Ethics, Second Edition: The Path to Objectivity and Beyond
(McGill-Queen's Studiesin the History of Ideas) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised The Invention of Journalism Ethics, Second Edition: The Path to Objectivity and
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Beyond (McGill-Queen's Studies in the History of |deas):

Does objectivity exist in the news media? In The Invention of Journalism Ethics, Stephen Ward argues that given the
current emphasis on interpretation, analysis, and perspective, journalists and the public need a new theory of
objectivity. He explores the varied ethical assertions of journalists over the past few centuries, focusing on the
changing relationship between journalist and audience. This historical analysis |eads to an innovative theory of
pragmatic objectivity that enables journalists and the public to recognize and avoid biased and unbal anced reporting.
Ward convincingly demonstrates that journalistic objectivity is not a set of absolute standards but the same fallible but
reasonable objectivity used for making decisionsin other professions and public institutions. Considered aclassicin
thefield sinceitsfirst publication in 2004, this second edition includes new chapters that bring the book up to speed
with journalism ethics in the twenty-first century by focusing on the growing dominance of online journalism and
caling for aradical approach to journalism ethics reform. Ward al so addresses important devel opments that have
occurred in the last decade, including the emergence of digital journalism ethics and global journalism ethics.

"Thistightly written tour de force will be the authoritative work on objectivity and journalism.” Clifford G. Christians,
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign



