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Gregory Zuckerman : The Frackers: The Outrageous I nside Story of the New Billionaire Wildcatters before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Frackers. The Outrageous
Inside Story of the New Billionaire Wildcatters:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A very interesting read! By startup_eng1Not knowing much about
fracking, but wanting to know what all the controversy was about | chose this book to get me up to speed. It was a


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00C5R7CHK

great book to start with. It provided history about fracking and identified the key players who made it happen. It al'so
explained the interaction between the companies and state and federal governments; current through the end of 2013.
It al'so touched on the state of fracking in other countries outside the U.S. | think this book is still relevant and
recommend it as a good starting point for someone wanting to learn about fracking. It will provide the reader with the
necessary framework to read and understand more detailed information about fracking.2 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. A Fascinating ReadBy Mike MoodyAs the title says, this book is primarily a history of five
or six prominent players in the shale fracking energy revolution. Some were lifelong wildcatters, others were simply
investorsinterested in the oil and gas industry and the book focuses primarily on them and othersto give a history of
fracking in the US. The writing is excellent, the story flows smoothly, and the characters are quite colorful. From an
Egyptian-born former restaurant owner to a high school educated wildcatter turned billionaire to engineers, geologists
and investors, the people described are fascinating as you follow their successes and failuresin trying to drill for
oil.The author doesnrsquo;t focus too much on the technical details of the techniques and technology advances that
made cost effective shale drilling possible, but he does give enough of an overview to give the reader an idea of what
it took to make the energy revolution possible. The main action in the book startsin the early 1990s and ends in 2014.
Thisisagreat read and recommended for anyone interested in shale energy or just enjoys interesting character-driven
nonfiction.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Insightful book of American wildcattersBy Kerrickl've
follow American oil and gas wildcatters for a decade. Zuckerman wrote a great story highlighting some of the largest
egosin the fields and the risks they took to make fortunes, go broke, and establish America's dependence of energy.

Idquo;A lively, exciting,nbsp;and definitel ynbsp;thought-provokingnbsp;book.rdquo; mdash;BooklistThings |ooked
grim for American energy in 2006, but a handful of wildcatters werenbsp;determined to tap massive deposits of oil
and gas that giants like Exxon and Chevronnbsp;had ignored. They risked everything on a new process called
fracking. Within afewnbsp;years, they solved Americarsquo;s dependence on imported energy, triggered a

global nbsp;environmental controversy, and made and lost astonishing fortunes.No one understands the
frackersmdash;their ambitions, personalities, and foiblesmdash;betternbsp;than Wall Street Journal reporter Gregory
Zuckerman. His exclusive access drivesnbsp;this dramatic narrative, which stretches from North Dakotato Texasto
Wall Street.

From BooklistFans of the lively, character-driven nonfiction of writers like Kurt Eichenwald and Ben Mezrich should
welcome this book with open arms. Itrsquo;s a potentially dry story: abunch of guystry to make alot of money by
hammering subterranean rock formations (shale, mostly) with liquid, breaking them up, allowing the trapped-in
natural gas to come to the surface. Thisis hydraulic fracturing, otherwise known as fracking, and, in
Zuckermanrsquo;s hands, the topic generates a surprisingly entertaining story about Big Men with Big ldeas, the
highly competitive (and, in some cases, increasingly desperate) search for anew and potentially highly profitable
source of energy. Zuckerman also explores the often passionate and outspoken opposition to the drilling procedure (for
some, fracking doesnrsquo;t just sound like a dirty word; it is one), although he doesnrsguo;t come down on one side
or the other. He shows us the beneficial side of fracking and the potentially environmentally disastrous side, and lets
us find our own ground to stand on. A lively, exciting, and definitely thought-provoking book. --David Pitt Praise
fornbsp; The Frackers' Zuckermanrsguo;s fast-paced, densely interesting The Frackersis the first book to tell the
stories of the obstinate, ravenous, methodical, sometimes rascally oil executives of the recent boom. By focusing on
people instead of trends, it gets to the heart of why the United States is once again the largest supplier of oil and gasin
the world."mdash; The New Republicnbsp;ldquo; The Frackers, [Zuckermanrsquo;s] second book, istold with care and
precision and a deep understanding of finance and corporate politics as well as oil and

geol ogy.rdquo;mdash; nbsp;Bryan Burrough,nbsp; The New Y ork Timesnbsp;ldquo;Fans of the lively, character-driven
nonfiction of writers like Kurt Eichenwald and Ben Mezrich should welcome this book with open arms.. . . A lively,
exciting, and definitely thought-provoking bookrdquo; mdash; Booklistldquo;A fascinating study of American
entrepreneurial culture and the modern robber barons who succeeded in creating an energy

revol ution.rdquo;mdash;Kirkusldquo; L overs of business and capitalism will appreciate The Frackers, hellip;
Zuckerman has done valuable and timely reporting on the men and independent companies that created the shale
boom.rdquo; mdash; A ssociated Pressnbsp;ldquo;Colorful hellip;compelling account [of] nbsp;a revolution driven by
stubborn entrepreneurs.rdquo; mdash; Reutersnbsp;|dquo; An interesting and first-rate narrativehellip; a dramatic
talehellip; The book may be the definitive story of the innovative men behind the most significant energy discovery of
our time.rdquo;mdash; Akron Beacon Journal"Insightful...At times suspenseful...on-target in telling the tale of a group
of wildcatters who risked almost everything and helped launch the United States on the path to energy
independence."mdash; Natural Gas Intelligenceldquo;Too little attention has been paid to one of America's biggest
economic and scientific revolution of recent decades: the tapping of abundant oil and natural gas reserves within our
own borders using atechnique called fracking. Wall Street Journal reporter Zuckermanhellip;sets out to change that
with his unique talent of trandating complex aspects of finances and geology into prose that reads like a blockbuster



thriller.rdquo; nbsp; mdash; Publishers Weekly (starred)nbsp;ldquo;Zuckerman details [the frackersrsquo;s] epic
adventure with skill that makes it required reading for anyone looking to understand fundamental forces at work in our
world today.rdquo;nbsp;mdash; Forbes |dquo;Best Books of 2013rdquo;"A dynamic narrative... introduces us to the
major players behind a boom."mdash;San Antonio Express-News dquo;Greg Zuckerman tells the remarkable story of
the larger than life entrepreneurs and deal makers behind this energy-industrial revolution. A great read, whether you
are pro-fracking or against it.rdquo;mdash;Matthew Bishop, US Business Editor at The Economistnbsp;Idquo;If you
are looking for the present-day take on aromantic rag-to-riches drama reminiscent of the Gilded Age, engaging tales
of brave entrepreneurs whose desire to get really wealthy helped them persevere and prosper come boom or bust, look
no further than The Frackers." ndash;Pittsburgh Post Gazetteldquo;Gregory Zuckerman tells the story of the shale
revolution well. He has an eye for detail and aflair for narrative that makesit highly readable... Thisisastory of
innovation as perspirationhellip; It is areminder that innovation is neither easy nor cheap nor inevitablerdquo;

mdash; The Times (UK)nbsp;" Greg Zuckerman's The Frackers will long be considered 'The Bible' on fracking and the
history of drilling in the US and the wildcatting billionaires who were the main players. Thisincredibly thorough book
explains, thrills, and has us on the edge of our seats all the way towards US energy independence." nbsp;mdash; James
Altucher, best-selling author, entrepreneur and bloggerPraise for The Greatest Trade Everldquo; Simply terrific. Easily
the best of the post-crash financial books.rdgquo;mdash;Malcolm Gladwellldquo; Mr. Zuckerman is afirst-rate reporter
who is aso able to explain the complexities of real estate finance in laymanrsquo;s terms. At times, The Greatest
Trade Ever reads like a thriller.rdquo;mdash; The New Y ork Timesldquo; Hersquo;s written the definitive account of a
strange and wonderful subplot of the financia crisis.rdquo;mdash;Michael Lewisldquo; Possibly the greatest book to
come out of the financia crisis of 2007ndash;08, and itrsquo;s certainly up there in the top

3.rdguo; mdash;Bnet.comnbsp;About the AuthorGregory Zuckerman is a special writer at the Wall Street Journal and
the bestselling author of The Greatest Trade Ever. He is atwo-time winner of the Gerald Loeb Award and awinner of
the New Y ork Press Club Journalism Award. He livesin New Y ork.



