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Chandler Burr : The Emperor of Scent: A Story of Perfume, Obsession, and the Last Mystery of the Senses
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Emperor of Scent:
A Story of Perfume, Obsession, and the Last Mystery of the Senses:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Perfume BookBy L aurene Farino-BeckerWell, | haven't
finished this book (I guess | am a slow reader or just don't have the time!). but what | have read is great! Can't wait to


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000FBFMR0

take this book with me on my vacation so that | can really enjoy this book.0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. A redly great true story.By G. L. Jacksonl loved this book when | read it years ago, loaned it out, lost track of
it. So | decided | had to have another copy. A realy great true story.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Immensely EnjoyableBy Kindle CustomerThis book changed the way | view scent and why some of my favorite
scents no longer transport me fully to a specific time /place due to cheap formulation changes. A fascination look into
the politics and manufacturing of scent!

For as long as anyone can remember, a man named Luca Turin has had an uncanny relationship with smells. He has
been compared to the hero of Patrick Suuml;skindrsgquo;s novel Perfume, but his story isin fact stranger, becauseit is
true. It concerns how he made use of his powerful giftsto solve one of the last great mysteries of the human body: how
our noses work.Luca Turin can distinguish the components of just about any smell, from the worldrsquo;s most
refined perfumesto the air in a subway car on the Paris metro. A distinguished scientist, he once worked in an
unrelated field, though he made a hobby of collecting fragrances. But when, as alark, he published a collection of his
reviews of the worldrsquo;s perfumes, the book hit the small, insular business of perfume makers like a thunderclap.
Who is this man Luca Turin, they demanded, and how does he know so much? The closed community of scent
creation opened up to Luca Turin, and he discovered afact that astonished him: no one in this world knew how smell
worked. Billions and billions of dollars were spent creating scents in a manner amounting to glorified trial and
error.The solution to the mystery of every other human sense has led to the Nobel Prize, if not vast riches. Why, Luca
Turin thought, should smell be any different? So he gave hislife to this great puzzle. And in the end, incredibly, it
would seem that he solved it. But when enormously powerful interests are threatened and great reputations are at
stake, Luca Turin learned, nothing is quite what it seems.Acclaimed writer Chandler Burr has spent four years
chronicling Luca Turinrsguo;s quest to unravel the mystery of how our sense of smell works. What has emerged is an
enthralling, magical book that changes the way we think about that area between our mouth and our eyes, and its
profound, secret hold on our lives.From the Hardcover edition.

From Publishers WeeklyNobody knows for sure what makes our noses work the way they do, not even the $20-hillion-
a‘year perfume industry's legions of chemists, whose jobs depend on appealing to those noses. So what happens when
LucaTurin, alikable scientist who happens to possess an unusually sensitive nose, proposes a new theory of smell that
promises to unravel the mystery once and for all? That's what readers find out in this often funny, picaresque
expossbquo; of the closed world of whiffs, aromas and odors-and the people who study them. Burr (A Separate
Creation: The Search for the Biologica Origins of Sexual Orientation) narrates in depth Turin's efforts to publish in
the journal Nature: the maddening peer review process lasts more than ayear and ends with smug dismissals by
scientists who don't understand his work. Turin, whose urbane personality carries the book, runsinto similar brick
wallswhen he tries to sell hisideas to the "Big Boys" of the secretive and byzantine perfume industry. Burr, who is
skilled at parsing complex science and smart turns of phrase, enters the story in the first person to describe his own
difficulties as ajournalist writing about Turin: critics clam up and get hostile when asked about Turin's theory. Burr
concludes that the hysterical, often incoherent resistance portrayed here "embodies the failure of the scientific
process.” Grim words for abook so full of wit.Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library
JournalWhile waiting for the Eurostar, Burr, aregular contributor to the Atlantic Monthly and author of A Separate
Creation, met Dr. Luca Turin, the titular emperor. A biophysicist at University College of London, Turin believes that
the nose deciphers smell by using not the shape of molecules but their vibrations. He also possesses a unique gift for
scent and the ability to write about perfumes as few can. From their chance meeting, Burr set out to write "the simple
story of the creation of a scientific theory" by chronicling Turin's work over several years. Having quickly discovered
that his subject's story was much more complex, Burr ends up taking readers into the perfume industry and the
scientific publishing world. The view is not flattering (the ugly side of peer review is depicted herein all its
backstabbing glory), but thanks to Burr's sensible and honest reporting, it is an accurate portrait. Burr is also
straightforward about the difficulties of working with abrilliant and eccentric man like Turin. His fascinating book is
highly recommended for all collections.--Michael D. Cramer, Schwarz BioSciences, RTP, NCCopyright 2002 Reed
Business Information, Inc.From The New Y orkerA French perfumer, asked to describe a particular scent molecule,
declares, "It smells of the woman who neglects herself." It's precisely this pungent leap from chemistry to metaphor
that Burr negotiates so well in his fascinating and lucid book about the sense of smell. No one really knows how the
nose works. For the person who figuresit out, a Nobel prize surely waits, along with the lucrative gratitude of the
multinational perfume companies. Burr's candidate is Luca Turin, a London-based research scientist whom he presents
as a Continental rogue, unfettered polymath, and pure sensualist. Turin is good company, and his "vibrational" theory
of smell neatly upends conventional thinking, by claiming that the nose is the body's spectroscope and analyzes
molecules by electron bond rather than by shape. As both the author and the subject admit, the evidence is still
preliminary, but the details of Turin's work unfold like arevelation. For his part, Burr does afine job of turning both
the science and the academic jockeying around a possible publication in Nature into a pulse-racing affair. Copyright
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